


Austin often tops the lists of best cities to live. A great 
place to raise a family, a healthy local economy, a city 
poised for future job growth – these are just some of the 
honors given to our metro area.

But not everyone in our community
is sharing in the promise of Austin. Yet.

THE NEED

United Way for Greater Austin brings people, ideas and 
resources together to fight poverty in our community. 
Since 1924, we have been dedicated to providing 
families and individuals in need with the tools and 
resources they need to thrive.

The needs in our Greater Austin area have changed 
over time, so we’ve adapted our support to effectively 
help children and families. What hasn’t changed? 
Our belief that every child and person deserves the 
opportunity to thrive – and our passion for solving 
our community’s biggest challenges.

Why We Fight Poverty
Because it’s the right thing to do. And when everyone 
reaches their full potential, our community thrives.
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1 IN 10
households in 
the Austin area is 
considered low-income.

1 IN 3
children under six in 
Travis County live in 
households with low 
income.

61%
of children from low-income 
families in our community 
are not school-ready when 
they enter Kindergarten.

1 IN 11
adults in Austin report 
poor physical health.



How We Fight Poverty

In these three focus areas, we unite the 
community around collective goals, 
strategically invest in partners and execute 
proven programs that make a real difference 
for children and families.

Something special happens when we Live 
United. When we work together to build 
a stronger community, we are sparking a 
movement bigger than anything we can do 
alone.

There are economic benefits 
of fighting poverty, too.

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES
INCOME
EDUCATIONAL AND HEALTH OUTCOMES
CRIME RATES
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WILL YOU FIGHT FOR HER TO 
BE READY TO SUCCEED
IN SCHOOL?

YES, I WILL.
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An example of our work 
in education: United Way 
for Greater Austin leads a 
community coalition - called 
Success By 6 - designed to 
coordinate early childhood 
efforts and give every baby 
born in Austin the best 
possible start in life.

“Our partnership with United Way has brought us 
important financial support and expertise from Austin-
area early childhood education providers. Thanks to 
United Way, Goodwill has been able to support our staff, 
purchase classroom supplies, create a reading library, 
provide professional development for teachers, and give 
incentives for family participation.”   

-Traci Berry, Chief Learning and Engagement Officer and 
Superintendent of Schools | Goodwill

Greater return on
investment

Every $1 invested in 
early childhood programs 
results in a $7 return on 
investment.

Success in life begins with a quality education. 
We ensure children get a strong start in life and 
are ready to succeed in Kindergarten and beyond.

EDUCATION

OUR FOCUS ON...
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HEALTH
A person’s zip code should not determine their access to quality healthcare. 
We connect people with affordable healthcare, healthy foods and basic needs 
supports so everyone has an opportunity to thrive.

FINANCIAL STABILITY
Families and individuals are facing financial obstacles that prevent them from 
reaching their full potential. We fight to ensure everyone in our community 
has the resources and opportunities they need to build a strong financial 
foundation.

An example of our work in health: In partnership 
with Austin Public Health, we lead Family Connects 
Texas which offers free Registered Nurse home visits 
to families in Austin/Travis County with a newborn. 
Research shows that when families participate in 
Family Connects, mothers feel less anxious, parents 
learn about quality child care options and babies need 
less emergency care at hospitals. This is good for 
babies, families and the whole community.

“I think it’s wonderful to have a 
program that checks up on new 
parents, and their babies. Having a 
nurse come in and weigh your baby, 
take their measurements is great. It 
validates you - it validates that you 
are not doing bad as a parent.”   

-Angelique Gonzalez-Page, New Mom and St. 
David’s South Austin Medical Center Patient

An example of our work in financial stability: We created 
a community plan to promote the 2-Generation (2-Gen) 
approach to social services, which serves parents and children 
simultaneously and leads to better financial outcomes for 
both generations. From pairing job training with Head Start 
services, to providing child care for young community college 
students – this work opens pathways of opportunity for 
parents and their children at the same time.

“The work incorporates so 
many elements of what 
our community needs 
and deserves, from youth 
development to workforce 
opportunities to overall 
quality of life improvements.”

-Commissioner Jeff Travillion,     
Travis County



GET INVOLVED
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Join us and Live United.

512.472.6267        unitedwayaustin.org        WeCare@uwatx.org
Start a conversation about getting involved.

Use your time and talent to create 
social change, all while you connect 
to your community.

Your voice matters. 
Speak out for change.

Every dollar counts. Your donation helps 
build a thriving community for all.

You can make a difference.
Together, we’re building a community where…

Every child enters 
Kindergarten ready 
to learn and thrive

Every person has 
access to quality 

healthcare

All families are 
financially stable
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Join the fight against poverty. 
Together, let’s give the promise of 

a Greater Austin to all and

     512.472.6267  |  unitedwayaustin.org  |  @UnitedWayATX  


